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HistoryHistory
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Before state reformationBefore state reformation

►► Permit (license) duty for enterprisesPermit (license) duty for enterprises
Disturbing activities for the locals, surroundings and the Disturbing activities for the locals, surroundings and the 
environmentenvironment

►► Isolated permitsIsolated permits
Enterprises must have:Enterprises must have:
►►Construction licenseConstruction license
►►exploitation licence (ARAB, exploitation licence (ARAB, AAlgemeenlgemeen RReglementeglement op de op de 

AArbeidsrbeidsBBeschermingescherming = security regulation)= security regulation)
►►license for water dischargelicense for water discharge
►►License for pumping groundwaterLicense for pumping groundwater
►►……
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Before state reformationBefore state reformation

►►Delivering of permitsDelivering of permits

Belonged to different departmentsBelonged to different departments
Took months, years,Took months, years,……

►►Consequence:Consequence:

Impossible for having an integrated policyImpossible for having an integrated policy
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After state reformationAfter state reformation

►►Policy competences about environment Policy competences about environment 
protection delegated to the districtsprotection delegated to the districts

Flanders (as first):Flanders (as first):

►►Integrated its own environment policyIntegrated its own environment policy

►►Resigned the permits policyResigned the permits policy
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After state reformationAfter state reformation

►► 1985: Environment permit decree1985: Environment permit decree
Environment permit (1 permit):Environment permit (1 permit):

►► Independent Environmental legislationIndependent Environmental legislation
►►Coupling of the exploitationCoupling of the exploitation-- and construction permitand construction permit

►► 1/09/1991: VLAREM I1/09/1991: VLAREM I PermitsPermits

Flemish  Regulation for Environmental permitsFlemish  Regulation for Environmental permits

►► 1/08/1995: VLAREM II1/08/1995: VLAREM II SStandardstandards



7

Historical mile piles in Historical mile piles in 
environment permit environment permit problematiekproblematiek
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►►A A directivedirective is a is a legislativelegislative actact of the of the 
EuropeanEuropean UnionUnion, , whichwhich requiresrequires membermember
statesstates toto achieveachieve a a particularparticular resultresult without without 
dictatingdictating the the meansmeans of of achievingachieving thatthat resultresult..

DirectivesDirectives normallynormally leaveleave membermember statesstates
withwith a a certaincertain amountamount of of leewayleeway as as toto the the 
exact exact rulesrules toto bebe adoptedadopted..

►► ItIt cancan bebe distinguisheddistinguished fromfrom regulationsregulations
whichwhich are are selfself--executingexecuting and do and do notnot requirerequire
anyany implementingimplementing measuresmeasures. . 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_State_of_the_European_Union
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ToTo exerciseexercise the the Union'sUnion's competencescompetences, the , the institutionsinstitutions shallshall
adoptadopt regulationsregulations, , directivesdirectives, , decisionsdecisions, , recommendationsrecommendations
and and opinionsopinions..

►► A A regulationregulation shallshall have have generalgeneral applicationapplication. . ItIt shallshall bebe
bindingbinding in in itsits entiretyentirety and and directlydirectly applicableapplicable in in allall MemberMember
StatesStates..

►► A A directivedirective shallshall bebe bindingbinding, as , as toto the the resultresult toto bebe achievedachieved, , 
uponupon eacheach MemberMember State State toto whichwhich itit is is addressedaddressed, , butbut shallshall
leaveleave toto the the nationalnational authoritiesauthorities the the choicechoice of of formform and and 
methodsmethods..

►► A A decisiondecision shallshall bebe bindingbinding in in itsits entiretyentirety uponupon thosethose toto
whomwhom itit is is addressedaddressed..

►► RecommendationsRecommendations and and opinionsopinions shallshall have have nono binding binding 
forceforce..
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SummarySummary of of DirectiveDirective 2008/1/EC 2008/1/EC 
concerningconcerning integratedintegrated pollutionpollution preventionprevention
and and controlcontrol (the IPPC (the IPPC DirectiveDirective) ) 

►► IndustrialIndustrial productionproduction processesprocesses account account forfor a a 
considerableconsiderable shareshare of the overall of the overall pollutionpollution in in 
EuropeEurope ((forfor emissionsemissions of greenhouse of greenhouse gasesgases and and 
acidifyingacidifying substancessubstances, , wastewaterwastewater emissionsemissions and and 
waste). The EU waste). The EU hashas adoptedadopted in 1996 a set of in 1996 a set of 
commoncommon rulesrules forfor permittingpermitting and and controllingcontrolling
industrialindustrial installationsinstallations in the in the IPPC IPPC DirectiveDirective
((DirectiveDirective 96/61/96/61/ECEC). The IPPC ). The IPPC DirectiveDirective hashas
recentlyrecently been been codifiedcodified ((DirectiveDirective 2008/1/2008/1/ECEC). ). 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/pollutants/stationary/ippc/legis.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31996L0061:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32008L0001:EN:NOT
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►► In essence, the IPPC In essence, the IPPC DirectiveDirective is is aboutabout minimisingminimising
pollutionpollution fromfrom variousvarious industrialindustrial sourcessources
throughoutthroughout the the EuropeanEuropean UnionUnion. Operators of . Operators of 
industrialindustrial installationsinstallations operatingoperating activitiesactivities coveredcovered
byby Annex I of the IPPC Annex I of the IPPC DirectiveDirective are are requiredrequired toto
obtainobtain anan environmentalenvironmental permitpermit fromfrom the the 
authoritiesauthorities in the EU in the EU countriescountries. . AboutAbout 52.000 52.000 
installationsinstallations are are coveredcovered byby the IPPC the IPPC DirectiveDirective. . 

►► New New installationsinstallations, and , and existingexisting installationsinstallations whichwhich
are subject are subject toto ""substantialsubstantial changeschanges", have been ", have been 
requiredrequired toto meet the meet the requirementsrequirements of the IPPC of the IPPC 
DirectiveDirective sincesince 30 30 OctoberOctober 1999. 1999. OtherOther existingexisting
installationsinstallations had had toto bebe broughtbrought intointo compliancecompliance byby
30 30 OctoberOctober 20072007. . ThisThis was the was the keykey deadline deadline forfor
the the fullfull implementationimplementation of the of the DirectiveDirective. . 
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The IPPC The IPPC DirectiveDirective is is basedbased onon severalseveral
principlesprinciples, , namelynamely ::

►►(1) (1) anan integratedintegrated approachapproach, , 

►►(2) best (2) best availableavailable techniquestechniques,,

►► (3) (3) flexibilityflexibility

►►(4) public (4) public participationparticipation. . 



13

►►The The integratedintegrated approachapproach meansmeans thatthat the the 
permitspermits must must taketake intointo account the account the wholewhole
environmentalenvironmental performance of the plant, performance of the plant, 
coveringcovering e.g. e.g. emissionsemissions toto air, water and air, water and 
land, land, generationgeneration of waste, of waste, useuse of of rawraw
materialsmaterials, , energyenergy efficiency, efficiency, noisenoise, , 
preventionprevention of of accidentsaccidents, and , and restorationrestoration of of 
the site the site uponupon closureclosure. The . The purposepurpose of the of the 
DirectiveDirective is is toto ensureensure a high a high levellevel of of 
protectionprotection of the environment taken as a of the environment taken as a 
wholewhole. . 
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►► The The permitpermit conditionsconditions includingincluding emissionemission limit limit 
valuesvalues ((ELVsELVs) must ) must bebe basedbased onon Best Best AvailableAvailable
TechniquesTechniques ((BATBAT)) , as , as defineddefined in the IPPC in the IPPC 
DirectiveDirective. . ToTo assistassist the the licensinglicensing authoritiesauthorities and and 
companiescompanies toto determinedetermine BAT, the BAT, the CommissionCommission
organisesorganises anan exchangeexchange of of informationinformation betweenbetween
experts experts fromfrom the EU the EU MemberMember StatesStates, , industryindustry and and 
environmentalenvironmental organisationsorganisations. . ThisThis workwork is is coco--
ordinatedordinated byby the the EuropeanEuropean IPPC BureauIPPC Bureau of the of the 
InstituteInstitute forfor ProspectiveProspective TechnologyTechnology Studies at the Studies at the 
EU Joint Research EU Joint Research CentreCentre in in SevilleSeville (Spain). (Spain). ThisThis
resultsresults in the in the adoptionadoption and and publicationpublication byby the the 
CommissionCommission of the of the BAT BAT ReferenceReference DocumentsDocuments
(the (the soso--calledcalled BREFsBREFs). ). ExecutiveExecutive summariessummaries of of 
the the BREFsBREFs are are translatedtranslated intointo the official EU the official EU 
languageslanguages. . 

http://eippcb.jrc.es/
http://eippcb.jrc.ec.europa.eu/reference/
http://circa.europa.eu/Public/irc/env/ippc_brefs/library
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►► The IPPC The IPPC DirectiveDirective containscontains elementselements of of 
flexibilityflexibility byby allowingallowing the the licensinglicensing
authoritiesauthorities, in , in determiningdetermining permitpermit
conditionsconditions, , toto taketake intointo account:account:

(a) the (a) the technicaltechnical characteristicscharacteristics of the of the 
installationinstallation,,

(b) (b) itsits geographicalgeographical locationlocation andand

(c) the (c) the locallocal environmentalenvironmental conditionsconditions. . 
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►► The The DirectiveDirective ensuresensures thatthat the the public public hashas a a 
rightright toto participateparticipate in the in the decisiondecision makingmaking
processprocess, and , and toto bebe informedinformed of of itsits consequencesconsequences, , 
byby havinghaving accessaccess toto
(a) (a) permitpermit applicationsapplications in order in order toto givegive opinionsopinions, , 
(b) (b) permitspermits, , 
(c) (c) resultsresults of the of the monitoringmonitoring of releases and of releases and 
(d) the (d) the EuropeanEuropean PollutantPollutant Release and Transfer Release and Transfer 
Register (Register (EE--PRTRPRTR)). In . In EE--PRTRPRTR, , emissionemission data data 
reportedreported byby MemberMember StatesStates are made are made accessibleaccessible
in a public register, in a public register, whichwhich is is intendedintended toto provideprovide
environmentalenvironmental informationinformation onon major major industrialindustrial
activitiesactivities. . EE--PRTRPRTR hashas replacedreplaced the the previousprevious
EuropeanEuropean PollutantPollutant EmissionEmission Register (Register (EPEREPER). ). 

http://prtr.ec.europa.eu/
http://prtr.ec.europa.eu/
http://prtr.ec.europa.eu/
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VLAREM 1VLAREM 1

• Objective
• Specifications of VLAREM 1
• Classes
• Legislation

CONTENT:
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VLAREM 1VLAREM 1
OBJECTIVEOBJECTIVE

• What for is an environmental permit needed? 

-> the classification / sections

• How can I request an environmental licence

-> the procedures



1919

VLAREM 1VLAREM 1

►►When a environmental permit is necessaryWhen a environmental permit is necessary
►► Who gives the permitWho gives the permit
►► It determines the content of a notification It determines the content of a notification 
►► Where and how an environmental permit need to be   Where and how an environmental permit need to be   

requestedrequested

SPECIFICATIONS:
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VLAREM 1VLAREM 1

►► Description of the progress of the procedureDescription of the progress of the procedure
►► How to make an appealHow to make an appeal
►► The possible alteration, addition, enclosure and  The possible alteration, addition, enclosure and  

refuse of the permitrefuse of the permit

SPECIFICATION (2):
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VLAREM 1VLAREM 1
CLASSESCLASSES

Based on the possible disruption(s) or negative 
influence(s) on the environment :

• class 1: mostly disturbing permit

• class 2: consider as disturbing permit 

• class 3: the notification class: least disturbing report
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VLAREM 1VLAREM 1
LegislationLegislation

- WASTE
- WASTE WATER
- NOISE AND SMELL
- AIR EMISSIONS
- GROUNDWATER 
- ETC.

slaughter houses
Hospitals
Distillation industry
Waste processing
Paint industry
Garages
Service stations

Vlarem 1 consists of a detailed list of rubrics => about 82 sections 
+ further subsections

• Applied to:

• At the present => environmental licence valid for 5-20 years



23

VLAREM VLAREM 

VLAREM 1VLAREM 1
►► Implementation decree Implementation decree 

Flemish regulation concerning environmental permits Flemish regulation concerning environmental permits 

►►Aim of the implementation decree Aim of the implementation decree 
When is an environment permit obliged? (the classification list)When is an environment permit obliged? (the classification list)
How I can request an environment permit? (the procedures) How I can request an environment permit? (the procedures) 

VLAREM 2VLAREM 2
►► Implementation decreeImplementation decree

General and General and sectoralsectoral standards / normsstandards / norms

►►Aim of the implementation decree Aim of the implementation decree 
Which requirements are obliged for the installations, for which Which requirements are obliged for the installations, for which an an 
environment permit was obtained? environment permit was obtained? 
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VLAREM 2VLAREM 2

►► Licensing conditionsLicensing conditions
The conditions to which a company must comply, are The conditions to which a company must comply, are 
incorporated in VLAREM IIincorporated in VLAREM II

►► There are three kinds of environment conditions:There are three kinds of environment conditions:
General environmental conditions: General environmental conditions: 
►►Apply to all disturbing activitiesApply to all disturbing activities

SectoralSectoral environmental conditions:environmental conditions:
►►Apply to particular disturbing activitiesApply to particular disturbing activities

Particular environmental conditions:Particular environmental conditions:
►►Apply to particular exploitation unitsApply to particular exploitation units
►► Imposed by government Imposed by government 
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VLAREM 2VLAREM 2

►►General conditions (part 4 of VLAREM II)General conditions (part 4 of VLAREM II)

Best available techniques (BAT)Best available techniques (BAT)
safety safety --, risk , risk -- and nuisance controland nuisance control
Measure Measure -- and registration obligationsand registration obligations
Information duty Information duty 
Management of waste productsManagement of waste products
Storage of dangerous goods Storage of dangerous goods 
Annual environmental reportAnnual environmental report
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VLAREM 2VLAREM 2

►►SectoralSectoral conditions (part 5 of VLAREM II)conditions (part 5 of VLAREM II)

They have primacy over the general conditions if they They have primacy over the general conditions if they 
deviate from itdeviate from it

►►Particular (exceptional) conditionsParticular (exceptional) conditions

The government can also impose a particular regulation The government can also impose a particular regulation 
to a company in addition to to a company in addition to sectoralsectoral and / or general and / or general 
conditionsconditions
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Environment Permit Environment Permit 
ApplicationApplication
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- Industrial area of 1000m², hired from  city 
Vivekappelle.

Paint company De Paint company De RuitersRuiters N.V.N.V.

-Activities: 
1. Production of paints and glues, with a

machine park of 160 kW
2. Purchase and distribution of  wallpaper, 

max 80 ton (average 50 ton) in stock
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Raw materials:

- Stock outside: 
1. Water: 3 up grounding silos,15.000 L each
2. White spirit: 2 silos, 15.000 kg each
3. Methanol: up grounding silo of  2 ton

De De RuitersRuiters N.V.N.V.
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De De RuitersRuiters N.V.N.V.
- Stock inside (max): 

1. irritating substances: 3,8 ton
2. detrimental and light inflammable substances : 19 ton
3. corrosive substances : 3 ton
4. inflammable dyes: 0,5 ton
5. Substances belonging to section 17.3.7 : 16,2 ton
6. detrimental substances : 15,3 ton
7. light inflammable substances : 5 ton
8. other, not dangerous substances :

- 31,8 ton dyes
- 44 ton resins and polymers 



31

Stock final products (max):

- Paints: 80 ton
- Glues: 100 ton

De De RuitersRuiters N.V.N.V.
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- Press air installation: compressors 55 kW

De De RuitersRuiters N.V.N.V.

- Transport: 1 own truck, 4 vans
- Electricity: 2 HV-transformers,160 kVA each
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Effluents:Effluents:

1. Domestic: 0,15m1. Domestic: 0,15m³³ / h (sewerage net)/ h (sewerage net)

2. Factory effluent : own physical2. Factory effluent : own physical--chemical chemical 
purification installation with a max flow of purification installation with a max flow of 
40m40m³³ / month. / month. 
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De De RuitersRuiters N.V.N.V.

Packing materials:

1. Carton boxes -> 20 ton
2. Plastic barrels -> 70 ton
3. Metal barrels -> 20 ton

All stocked in  storage
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De De RuitersRuiters N.V.N.V.

- Curriculum:
1. Address: Weststraat 70, 8340 Vivekappele
2. Phone: 01/00.00.00
3. Cadastral description: 

Vivekappelle, 29th department section A, 
number 612/V/4

4. Delegated person: Jan De Pauw
5. Environmental coordinator: Carl Blomme
6. 14 fulltime jobs created
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What to determine?What to determine?

►►Class (1, 2, 3) according to Class (1, 2, 3) according to VlaremVlarem
►►Environmental coordinator (N / A / B)Environmental coordinator (N / A / B)
►►Environmental auditEnvironmental audit
►►Environmental annual reportEnvironmental annual report
►►Investigation for soil permitInvestigation for soil permit
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De Ruiters N.V.De Ruiters N.V.
Section specifications class remarks Coördin

ator
Audit Annual

report

3
3.6.2

Waste water en cooling water
Bedrijfsafvalwater zonder gevaarlijke 
stoffen:
Afvalwaterzuiveringsinstallaties, met 
inbegrip van het lozen van het effluentwater 
en het ontwateren van de bijhorende 
slibproductie:
voor de behandeling van bedrijfsafvalwater 
dat geen van de in bijlage 2C bij titel I van 
het Vlarem bedoelde gevaarlijke stoffen 
bevat, met een effluent: 
1° tot en met 5 m3/u

3

3.3 Het lozen van niet in rubriek 3.6 begrepen 
huishoudelijk afvalwater in de openbare 
riolen:

3
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De De RuitersRuiters N.V.N.V.
Section Specifications Class remarks Coordin

ator
Audit Annual 

report

4
4.1

Paint products
Inrichtingen voor de productie van lak, verf, 
drukinkten en/of pigmenten alsmede voor
het bereiden van bedekkingsmiddelen, met 
een geïnstalleerde totale drijfkracht van:
2° meer dan 10 kW tot en met 200 kW

2 T

4.5 Opslagplaatsen voor meer dan 10 ton 
bedekkingsmiddelen met uitzondering van 
deze bedoeld in rubrieken 17 en 48.

2 T

12
12.2

Electricity
Transformatoren (gebruik van) met een
individueel nominaal vermogen van:
1° 100 kVA tot en met 1.000 kVA

3
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De De RuitersRuiters N.V.N.V.
Section Specifications Class remark Coordi

nator
Audit Annual 

report

15

15.1

Garages:
Al dan niet overdekte ruimte waarin gestald
worden:
1° 3 tot en met 25 autovoertuigen en/of 
aanhangwagens, andere dan
personenwagens

3

17
17.3.2

Dangerous products:
Inrichtingen voor de opslag voor zeer
giftige, giftige en ontplofbare stoffen met 
uitzondering van deze bedoeld onder
rubriek 48, met een opslagcapaciteit van:
3° meer dan 1 ton

1 G B P J
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De Ruiters N.V.De Ruiters N.V.
Section Specifications Class: remark Coördi

nator
Audit Annual

report

17.3.3 Opslagplaatsen voor oxyderende, 
schadelijke, corrosieve en irriterende 
stoffen, met uitzondering van deze 
bedoeld onder rubriek 48, met een totaal 
inhoudsvermogen van:
3° meer dan 50.000 kg

1 G B P J

17.3.7 Opslagplaatsen voor vloeistoffen met een 
ontvlammingspunt hoger dan 100° C, 
met uitzondering van deze bedoeld onder 
rubriek 48, met een totaal 
inhoudsvermogen van:
1° 200 l tot en met 50.000 l

3
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De De RuitersRuiters N.V.N.V.
Section Specifications Class remark Coordi

nator
Audit Annual 

report

21.
21.3.

Pigments and dyes
Opslagplaatsen voor kleurstoffen en 
pigmenten met uitzondering van deze
bedoeld onder rubriek 17 en 48 met een
capaciteit van meer dan 10 ton

2 T

24.
24.1.

Laboratory (al dan niet geïntegreerd
in een elders ingedeelde inrichting)
Laboratoria die enige biologische of 
scheikundige, minerale of organische
bedrijvigheid uitoefenen met het oog op 
opzoekingen, proeven, analyses, 
toepassing of ontwikkeling van 
producten, kwaliteitscontrole op 
producten, of met een didactisch doel, die 
door hun afvalwater een hoeveelheid
gevaarlijke stoffen lozen per maand en 
per stof die opgenomen is in lijst I van 
bijlage 2C:
2° meer dan 1 kg

2 G
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De De RuitersRuiters N.V.N.V.
Section Specifications Class remark Coordi

nator
Audit Annual 

report

26.
26.1

Glues and adhesives en niet voor
consumptie bestemde gelatine
Inrichtingen voor het bereiden van lijmen
met een geïnstalleerde totale drijfkracht
van:
2° meer dan 10 kW tot en met 200 kW

2

26.2. Opslagplaatsen voor lijmen en niet voor
consumptie bestemde gelatine, met 
uitzondering van deze bedoeld onder
rubriek 48, van meer dan 10 ton

2 T
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De De RuitersRuiters N.V.N.V.
Section Specification Class remark Coordi

nator
Audit Annual 

report

33.
33.4.

Paper (papierdeeg, papier, karton en 
soortgelijke materialen)
Opslagplaatsen voor papierdeeg, papier, 
karton en voor waren uit papier en 
karton, met een capaciteit van meer dan
10 ton in een lokaal of 100 ton in open 
lucht, met uitzondering van deze bedoeld
onder rubriek 48.
Uitzondering: bibliotheken en 
klassementen vallen niet onder deze
indelingsrubriek.

2 T
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Class determinationClass determination

Dangerous GOODSDangerous GOODS

►► Company for the storage of very toxic, toxic and Company for the storage of very toxic, toxic and 
explosive substances, more than 1 tonexplosive substances, more than 1 ton

►► Company for oxidising, detrimental, corrosive and Company for oxidising, detrimental, corrosive and 
irritating substances, more than 50,000 kilogram'sirritating substances, more than 50,000 kilogram's

⇒⇒ Class 1Class 1
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Environmental coordinatorEnvironmental coordinator

►► BB => => environmental coordinator of level Benvironmental coordinator of level B

TASKSTASKS

►► contribute to the development, the application and contribute to the development, the application and 
the evaluation of environmentthe evaluation of environment--friendly production friendly production 
methods (BATNEEC) and productsmethods (BATNEEC) and products

►► ensure the compliance with the environmental ensure the compliance with the environmental 
legislationlegislation

►► reportingreporting
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RemarksRemarks

►► Storage dangerous substancesStorage dangerous substances

G = Institution for which the department   G = Institution for which the department   
preventive and social health care of the preventive and social health care of the 
administration gives recommendation to health administration gives recommendation to health 
care.care.

►► Storage of glues, dyes, resinsStorage of glues, dyes, resins

T = Institution for which a temporary license can T = Institution for which a temporary license can 
be obtained.be obtained.
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AuditAudit

►► P = government can impose a periodic P = government can impose a periodic 
environment auditenvironment audit

Annual reportAnnual report

►► J = Company for which an environment J = Company for which an environment 
annual report must be submitted.annual report must be submitted.

SSoil permitoil permit
►► Dependents on previous application of soilDependents on previous application of soil
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►►InformationInformation::

httphttp://www.emis.vito.be/wet ENG ://www.emis.vito.be/wet ENG 
navigator/navigator/milieuvergunning.htmmilieuvergunning.htm

http://www.http://www.google.begoogle.be > IPPC> IPPC

http://www.emis.vito.be/wet ENG navigator/milieuvergunning.htm
http://www.emis.vito.be/wet ENG navigator/milieuvergunning.htm
http://www.google.be/
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